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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 53, 80, and 1 33 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

2. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references (applicant's response, page 32), the examiner recognizes that obviousness 
can only be established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to 
produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation 
to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally 
available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071 , 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. 
Cir. 1992). In this case, where the motivation is not explicitly cited by the reference, the 
motivation is found in knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 , 4, 7, 1 3, 1 9, 20, 21 , 22, 23, 29, 30, 32, 35, 36, 43, 44, 46, 49, 53, 54, 
56, 59, 63, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 80, 82, 85, 91, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 108, 109, 111, 114, 
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115, 122, 123, 125, 128, 132, 133, 134, 136, 139, 143, 149, 150, 151, 152, and 153 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alten et al. (5,781,246, of 
record) [Alten] in view of Florin et al. (5,594,509) [Florin]. 

Regarding claims 1 and 80, Alten discloses an interactive television 
program guide system, and corresponding method, with niche hubs (fig. 6, 
selectable features 61 A, 62A, 63A, 64A, col. 15, lines 23-35, and categories, col. 
16, lines 52-63 and col. 29, lines 54-67) comprising: 

User television equipment (fig. 1) that is connected to a television 
distribution facility ('data provider, col. 7, lines 40-52) and that is configured to 
support an interactive television program guide (fig. 6) with interactive program 
features (selectable features in 61-64 in fig. 6, col. 15, lines 1 1-35) related to a 
category of television programming (col. 16, lines 52-62), the interactive 
television features comprising listings of television programs related to the 
category (fig. 19, col. 16 line 62 - col. 17 line 7) and other features related to the 
category (col. 30, lines 6-23) being organized into a niche hub within the 
interactive program guide (col. 29, lines 54-67), the user television equipment 
being configured to provide a particular user with an opportunity to use the 
interactive television features related to the category of television programming 
within the niche hub (col. 30, lines 1-23); and 

A data storage device (DRAM 1 8 in fig. 1 ) for storing data used with the 
interactive television features and for providing the data to the particular user 
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television equipment for display on that user television equipment within the 
niche hub (col. 9, lines 1-18). 

Alten fails to disclose the niche hub is customized for the particular user. 

In an analogous art, Florin teaches customizing categories for particular 
users in an electronic program guide (col. 20, lines 2-24), for the benefit of 
providing customized categories that contain items of particular interest to a 
certain user. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method disclosed by Alten to include customizing a 
niche hub for the particular user, as taught by Florin, for the benefit of providing 
customized niche hubs that contain items of particular interest to the particular 
user. 

Regarding claims 53 and 133, Alten discloses an interactive television 
program guide system, and corresponding method, with niche hubs (fig. 6, 
selectable features 61 A, 62A, 63A, 64A, col. 15, lines 23-35, and categories, col. 
16, lines 52-63 and col. 29, lines 54-67) comprising: 

User television equipment (fig. 1) that is connected to a television 
distribution facility ('data provider, col. 7, lines 40-52) and that is configured to 
support an interactive television program guide (fig. 6) with a plurality of 
interactive program features (selectable features in 61-64 in fig. 6, col. 15, lines 
1 1-35), the user television equipment being configured to provide the user with 
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an opportunity to select any of the plurality of interactive television features to be 
part of a niche hub ('Channel Preference' list, col. 25, lines 18-25 that is 
configured by the user, col. 26, lines 5-9, 34-38) and being configured to display 
data related to the interactive television features within the niche hub (display of 
data is within the MENU mode, col. 26, lines 54-60); and 

A data storage device (DRAM 18 in fig. 1 ) for storing data used with the 
interactive television features and for providing the data to the user television 
equipment for display on that user television equipment within the niche hub (col. 
9, lines 1-18). 

Alten fails to disclose the niche hub is named by the user and is accessed 
by selecting an option identified by the name selected by the user. 

In an analogous art, Florin teaches naming special categories by a user 
which are then accessed by selecting an option identified by the name selected 
by the user (col. 20, lines 2-24, wherein the user named categories include such 
titles as "Mom" or "Joe", and are selected by identifying said titles), for the benefit 
of creating specialized lists of content that are readily identifiable by a 
descriptive, user defined name. 

Regarding claims 4, 7, 13, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 29, 30, 32, 35, 43, 44, 46, 
49, 54, 56, 59, 63, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 82,- 85, 91, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 108, 109, 
111, 114, 122, 123, 125, 128, 132, 134, 136, 139, 143, 149, 150, 151, 152, and 
153, Alten and Florin disclose the system and method of claims 1, 53, 80, and 
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133, and Alten also discloses the television programming features of the niche 
hub comprise: 

• Pay per view listings (fig. 6, icon 62A and figs. 22-24A, col. 15, lines 
26-27 and col. 17 line 59 - col. 18 line 1) 

• User help features (col . 28 line 63 - col . 29 line 4) 

• Options to purchase related merchandise (col. 30, lines 1-23) 

• Related trivia (col. 30, lines 1-23) 

• Option to set reminders (col. 14, lines 30-66 and col. 18, lines 26- 
30) 

• Ability to purchase premium channels (fig. 9) 

• News stories (fig. 34) 

• Real time data related to the category of the niche hub (col. 30, 
lines 1-23) 

• A movies category (fig. 19, 'Movies' 190A) 

• A sports category (fig. 19, 'Sports' 190B) 

• Sports scores (col. 30, lines 1-23) 

• A family category (fig. 1 9, 'Children', 1 90D) 

• A news category (fig. 19, 'News' 190C) comprising stock data (fig. 
32) 

• A local information category ('messages', col. 1 9, lines 26-36) 

• A television lover's category (col. 18, lines 58-65) 

• Guide listings (fig. 18) 
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• And the storage device is part of the local user equipment (DRAM 
18, fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 36 and 115, Alten and Florin disclose a parental control 
programming feature (Alten, fig. 7, option 70, col. 19, lines 49-62), but fails to 
specifically disclose this feature is a programming feature of the 'Family' niche 
hub. 

The particular placement of access to the parental control programming 
feature has no impact upon the utility of the invention disclosed by Alten and 
Florin. Placing access to the parental control programming feature in the 'Family 
Programming' niche hub would retain the exact same benefit and function, such 
as being intuitively easy to find, as the current placement of the parental control 
programming feature as disclosed by Alten (who places it under the 'viewer 
preferences' category). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method and system of Alten and Florin to include parental 
control features in the 'Family Programming' niche hub, for the benefit of placing 
access to the parental control programming feature in an intuitive and easy to 
find location. 
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5. Claims 2, 1 7, 38, 47, 48, 51 , 52, 67, 95, 1 1 7, 1 26, 1 27, 1 30, 1 31 , and 1 47 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied 
to claims 1, 53, 80, and 133 above, and further in view of Rowe et al. (5,623,613, of 
record) [Rowe]. 

Regarding claims 2, 51 , and 130, Alten and Florin disclose the system and 
method of claims 1 and 80, but fail to disclose listings related to a sub genre 
within a category and programming features are organized into areas related to a 
sub-category of the category. 

In an analogous art, Rowe teaches displaying listings related to a sub 
genre within a category (fig. 2, listings 56) wherein the programming features are 
organized into areas related to a sub-category of a category (sub category 
display 54 in fig. 2 is split into individual sub-categories of the selected category), 
making finding objects of interest more convenient and faster (col. 1 1 , lines 1- 
14). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method disclosed by Alten and Florin to include 
listings related to a sub genre within a category and organizing programming 
features into areas related to a sub-category of the category, as taught by Rowe, 
for the benefit of finding objects of interest, such as program titles, by a user 
faster and more efficient. 
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Regarding claims 38, 47, 48, 117, 126, and 127, Alten and Florin disclose 
the system and method of claims 1 and 80, but fail to disclose the category of the 
niche hub is soap opera, culture, or music. 

In an analogous art, Rowe teaches categories of a program guide include 
soap opera (col. 12, line 6), culture (Spanish and religious selection, found in 
Table I in columns 11-13), and music (Table I, columns 11-13), for the benefit of 
offering a great variety of services (col. 2, lines 1-9 and col. 13, lines 21-33). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include niche hub 
categories of soap opera, culture, and music, as taught by Rowe, for the benefit 
of offering a great variety of services to users. 

Regarding claims 17, 67, 95, and 147, Alten and Florin disclose the 
system and method of claims 1, 53, 80, and 133, but fail to disclose the 
programming features of the niche hub include interviews associated with the 
category of the niche hub. 

In an analogous art, Rowe teaches including interviews material offered 
several categories (Table I in cols. 11-13, 'interview' sub categories are listed 
under 'Magazine', 'Sports Non-Event', 'Sports Talk', and 'Talk', categories), for 
the benefit of offering a great variety of services (col. 2, lines 1 -9 and col. 13, 
lines 21-33). 
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It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include programming 
features of the niche hub includes interviews associated with the category of the 
niche hub, as taught by Rowe, for the benefit of offering a great variety of 
services to users. 

Regarding claims 52 and 131, Alten and Florin disclose the system and 
method of claims 1 and 80, but fail to disclose the data storage device is a server 
connected to the user television equipment through a communication path. 

In an analogous art, Rowe teaches receiving data used with an interactive 
television program guide from a head end processor over a cable distribution 
network (col. 10, lines 1-7), for the benefit of conserving user end memory (col. 
10, lines 14-19). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to locate the data 
storage device on a server connected to the user television equipment through a 
communication path, as taught by Rowe, for the benefit of conserving the 
memory (and thus lowering the cost per unit) of the user end television 
equipment. 
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6. Claims 3, 14, 50, 55, 64, 81, 92, 129, 135, and 144 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied to claims 1 , 49, 53, 80, 
128, and 133 above, and further in view of Schein et al. (6,075,575, of record) [Schein]. 

Regarding claims 3, 55, 81, and 135, Alten and Florin disclose the system 
of method of claims 1 , 53, 80, and 1 33, but fail to disclose the programming 
features comprise video on demand. 

In an analogous art, Schein teaches including video on demand service in 
an electronic program guide (fig. 6B). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include video on 
demand, as taught by Schein, for the benefit of improving the program guide by 
increasing the services available. 

Regarding claims 14, 50, 64, 92, 129, and 144, Alten and Florin disclose 
the system and method of claims 1, 49, 53, 80, 128, and 133, but fail to disclose 
a searchable database of program listings. 

In an analogous art, Schein teaches including a searchable database of 
program listings (col. 12, lines 1 1-33 and col. 13 lines 21-35), facilitating the 
retrieval of desired programs. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include a searchable 
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database of program listings, as taught by Schein, for the benefit of making it 
easier and more convenient for users to find desired programs. 

7. Claims 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 26, 27, 28, 57, 60, 61, 62, 65, 76, 77, 78, 83, 86, 
87, 88, 89, 90, 93,104, 105, 106, 137, 140, 141, 142, 145, 156, 157, and 158 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied 
to claims 1, 53, 80, and 133 above, and further in view of Alexander etal. (6,177,931, of 
record) [Alexander]. 

Regarding claims 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 26, 27, 28, 57, 60, 61, 62, 65, 76, 
77, 78, 83, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 93,104, 105, 106, 137, 140, 141, 142, 145, 156, 
157, and 158, Alten and Florin disclose the system and method of claims 1 , 53, 
80, and 133, but fails to disclose the programming features of the niche hub 
comprise: 

• Web site links related to the category 

• Listing and notifying users of suggested programs based on a 
user's programming preferences 

• Targeted advertising based on a user's programming preferences 

• The ability to record a program 

• Personal profiles of users 

• Chat groups related to categories; and 

• The ability to send messages to other users. 
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In an analogous art, Alexander teaches an interactive program guide with 
niche hubs related to categories of programming (col. 7, lines 45-56), wherein the 
programming features of the niche hubs include: 

• Web site links related to the category (col. 8, lines 36-64, col. 17, 
lines 48-57, and col. 18, lines 1-12) 

• Listing ('watch list', col. 31 , lines 25-30) and notifying users of 
suggested programs based on a user's programming preferences 
(col. 14, lines 58-62) 

• Targeted advertising based on a user's programming preferences 
(col. 27, lines 3-7, col. 32, lines 22-34, and col. 34, lines 31-35) 

• The ability to record a program (col. 13, lines 23-34) 

• Personal profiles of users (col. 1 7, lines 1 3-1 8, 27-37, and col. 28, 
lines 10-21) 

• Chat groups related to categories (col. 8, lines 61-64, col. 17, lines 
48-57, and col. 18, lines 33-37); and 

• The ability to send messages to other users (col. 13, lines 40-45). 
All of which are improvements to an EPG (col. 5, lines 54-55 and the 

subsequent list in columns 5-6). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include: 

• Web site links related to the category 
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• Listing and notifying users of suggested programs based on a 
user's programming preferences 

• Targeted advertising based on a user's programming preferences 

• The ability to record a program 

• Personal profiles of users 

• Chat groups related to categories; and 

• The ability to send messages to other users 

These features are all taught by Alexander for the benefit of improving 
upon an electronic program guide through added features which increase the 
usefulness of an EPG. 

8. Claims 6, 37, 58, 84, 1 1 6, and 1 38 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied to claims 1, 35, 53, 80, 114, and 133 
above, and further in view of Herz et al. (5,835,087, of record) [Herz]. 

Regarding claims 6, 58, 84, and 138, Alten and Florin disclose the system 
and method of claims 1, 53, 80, and 133, but fail to disclose the programming 
features include newsgroups. 

In an analogous art, Herz teaches using newsgroups to distribute 
messages to members of Virtual Communities (col. 77, lines 43-51, wherein 
'Virtual Communities' are defined by a common interest or topic, col. 73, lines 48- 
56), providing a diverse source of information regarding a particular interest or 
topic to those who are interested. 
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It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include newsgroups, 
as taught by Herz, for the benefit of providing a diverse source of information 
regarding a particular interest or topic to those users who are interested. 

Regarding claims 37 and 1 16, Alten and Florin disclose the system and 
method of claims 35 and 1 14, but fail to disclose the television programming 
features of the niche hub include pen-pal email clubs. 

In an analogous art, Herz teaches connecting individuals of a network 
through pen pal email clubs (a virtual communities of people of common interest 
who exchange email with one another, col. 79, lines 5-9), for the benefit of 
communication among individuals that is relevant to a specific category or 
interest. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include pen pal email 
clubs, as taught by Herz, for the benefit of communication among individuals of 
the interactive television system that is relevant to a specific category or interest. 

9. Claims 16, 66, 94, and 146 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied to claims 1, 53, 80, and 133 above, and 
further in view of Brown (5,805,154, of record). 
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Regarding claims 16, 66, 94, and 146, Alten and Florin disclose the 
system and method of claims 1, 53, 80, and 133, but fail to disclose the 
programming features comprise program reviews. 

In an analogous art, Brown teaches including program reviews as an 
option in a program guide ('movie review 1 , col. 5, lines 39-48), enabling a user to 
read a synopsis or editorial regarding a program for more information. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include program 
reviews, as taught by Brown, for the benefit of enabling users to read a synopsis 
or editorial regarding programs for more information, such as in making a more 
informed decision as whether to watch the reviewed program. 

10. Claims 18, 33, 45, 68, 96, 112, 124, and 148 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied to claims 1, 30, 43, 53, 80, 109, 
122, and 133 above, and further in view of Klosterman et al. (5,940,073, of record) 
[Klosterman]. 

Regarding claims 18, 33, 45, 68, 96, 1 12, 124, and 148, Alten and Florin 
disclose the system and method of claims 1, 30, 43, 53, 80, 109, 122, and 133, 
but fail to disclose the programming features comprise contests, local sports, and 
weather. 

In an analogous art, Klosterman teaches including contests (fig. 3b), local 
sports (fig. 8, local scores, 810), and weather (fig. 1 1e). 
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It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include contests, local 
sports, and weather, as taught by Klosterman, for the benefit of improving upon 
the program guide through added features which increase the usefulness of the 
EPG. 



1 1 . Claims 24, 25, 74, 75, 1 02, 1 03, 1 54, and 1 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied to claims 1, 53, 80, and 
133 above, and further in view of Ferris et al. (WO 99/04568, of record) [Ferris]. 

Regarding claims 24, 25, 74, 75, 102, 103, 154, and 155, Alten and Florin 
disclose the system and method of claims 1, 53, 80, and 133, but fail to disclose 
the programming features include voting and wagering. 

In an analogous art, Ferris teaches an interactive television system (fig. 3) 
that includes voting and wagering options (voting, fig. 2D and wagering, fig. 2G). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Florin to include voting and 
wagering features, as taught by Ferris, for the benefit of improving upon the 
program guide through added features which increase the usefulness of the 
EPG. 
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12. Claims 31, 34, 79, 107, 110, 113, and 159 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Alten and Florin as applied to claims 1, 30, 53, 80, 109, and 
133 above, and further in view of Junkin (5,846,132, of record). 

Regarding claims 31 and 110, Alten discloses the system and method of 

claims 1 and 80, but fails to disclose the programming feature include a sports 

ticker. 

In an analogous art, Junkin teaches displaying a sports ticker (fig. 4A, 
ticker 50) to display real time, up to the minute scores of in progress sporting 
events (col. 8, lines 41-51). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten to include a sports ticker, as taught 
by Junkin, for the benefit of informing an interested user of live, up to the minute 
scores of sporting events. 

Regarding claims 34, 79, 107, 1 13, and 159, Alten discloses the system 
and method f claims 30, 53, 80, 109, and 133, but fails to disclose the 
programming features include fantasy sports leagues. 

In an analogous art, Junkin teaches an interactive network for playing 
fantasy sports leagues (col. 12, lines 18-6 and col. 2, lines 55-65), increasing the 
interactivity and enjoyment experience by users (col. 2, lines 26-54). 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten to include fantasy sports leagues, 
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as taught by Junkin, for the benefit of increasing the interactivity and enjoyment 
experience by users of the interactive television programming guide. 

13. Claims 39, 40, 42, 118, 119, and 121 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Alten, Florin, and Rowe as applied to claims 38 and 117 
above, and in further view of White et al. (6,392,664) [White]. 

Regarding claims 39, 42, 118, and 121, Alten, Florin, and Rowe disclose 
the system and method of claims 38 and 117, but fail to disclose the television 
programming features include music tracks on demand and discographies. 

In an analogous art, White teaches playing music tracks on demand (col. 
7, lines 1-12) along with displaying associated discographies (col. 7, lines 16-20), 
enabling a user to listen to desired music and lean more about it. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten, Florin, and Rowe to include music 
tracks on demand and discographies, as taught by White, for the benefit of 
enhancing the program guide by enabling a user to listen to desired music and 
lean more about it in addition the other features. 

Regarding claims 40 and 119, Alten, Florin, and Rowe disclose the system 
and method of claims 38 and 117, but fail to disclose the television programming 
. features include choosing background music. 
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In an analogous art, White teaches using a television system to listen to 
music (col. 7, lines 1-12), much like using a radio, excepts that users customize 
the music they wish to listen to for a more personalized playlist (the music is 
delivered in an 'on demand' fashion, and can be chosen according to genre, col. 
7, lines 3-6). It is common for users to use such systems as a form of 
background music when performing other tasks, such as household chores. 

It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten and Rowe to include setting 
background music, as taught by White, for the benefit of providing a more 
personalized source of music for users to enjoy in their household, as opposed to 
the fixed playlists of conventional FM radio. 

14. Claims 41 and 120 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Alten, Florin, and Rowe as applied to claims 38 and 1 17 above, and further in view 
of Funahashi et al. (5,619,425, of record) [Funahashi]. 

Regarding claims 41 and 120, Alten, Florin, and Rowe disclose the system 

and method of claims 38 and 117, but fail to disclose the programming features 

includes a karaoke mode. 

In an analogous art, Funahashi teaches a data transmission system which 

distributes karaoke (fig. 2) while in karaoke mode (col. 13, lines 28-48) which is 

selectable according to genre or category (col. 4, lines 51-66 and col. 6, lines 7- 

21). 
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It would have been obvious at the time to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the system and method of Alten, Florin, and Rowe to include a 
karaoke mode, as taught by Funahashi, for the benefit of improving upon the 
program guide through added features which increase the usefulness of the 
EPG. 

Conclusion 

1 5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 6. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or 
Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). The certification may be included with 
all correspondence concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of 
mailing or transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in 
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such communication being considered as timely if the established date is within the 
required period for reply. The Certificate should be signed by the individual actually 
depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual who, upon information 
and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the normal course 
of business by another no later than the date indicated. 
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Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) - on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Please refer to 37 CFR 1 .6(d) and 1 .8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning 
facsimile transmissions and mailing, respectively. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dominic D. Saltarelli whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00am - 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dominic Saltarelli 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 

DS 




